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With spring just around the corner, it’s time to start planning for the
season ahead – to plant those seeds (are you a seed raiser or just a
seed packet collector?), to sharpen and oil the secateurs and to
prepare your garden for a possibly long, hot and dry summer.
(Check Fiona’s tips for dry weather gardening in the June-July
newsletter, the ‘Gardening by the Month’ section in this newsletter
and the ‘Plants for Bathurst Gardens’ book for Spencer and Beryl’s
rose growing tips.)
With Covid 19 still very active in NSW and Victoria, current
restrictions on gatherings mean that we are unable to have a club
meeting in August, although we are hoping to be able to meet in
September (see details in this newsletter.) I know that everyone is
looking forward to meeting again, but If this changes you will be
notified separately closer to the date. Your Management Committee
met earlier this month and is still taking ‘care of business’, but if you
have any queries or concerns, please contact Susie or myself. (See
details at top of newsletter).
Over the last few weeks, I have very much enjoyed watching Monty
Don’s garden visits on the ABC (Friday, 7.30 pm and also on I-View)
and especially the current programs on French gardens where I
again revisited (vicariously) the spectacular gardens of Versailles.
Planning for our Bathurst Spring Spectacular Plant and Garden
Expo. in Lions Berry Park on 24th October is in full swing and the
Spring Spectacular Committee is working hard to make this
inaugural event a great success. (See details in this newsletter).
Please support the Expo. by raising plants for the Plant stall, by
volunteering to assist on the day and by spreading the word.
Hopefully we will be able to return to also displaying our own
spectacular gardens in 2021.
‘Till we meet again, stay safe and happy gardening!
Chris

Club Meetings
Due to the current Covid 19 restrictions there will be no August
meeting.
We are hopeful that the September 6th meeting can go ahead subject
to restrictions. You will be notified separately if the meeting cannot
be held.
September Meeting
To be held at Wendy and Ian Reid's garden at "Reid House", 27 Logan
Street, Eglinton, 2pm Sunday 6th of September.
After going over the Eglinton bridge turn left at the roundabout.
The garden is on the left hand side of Logan Street.
"We have always enjoyed having a tidy garden, but the real pleasure
of creating a beautiful and 'quirkie' garden hit us about six years ago
after paving our backyard before heading overseas on our first trip
to England. We came back and began creating the backyard as it is
today with lots of potted plants. We love 'colour' so we renew our
annuals in spring and winter. We like to create some unusual
planters from recycled materials. We hope visitors to our garden
will enjoy what we have created as much as we do."
Wendy and Ian Reid

Although the Spring Spectacular
gardens have been cancelled the
Spring Spectacular committee are
still hard at work planning the Plant
and Garden Expo. We are hopeful
this will be able to proceed as at
this point in time Farmer's Markets
are operating. This will be held on
Saturday the 24th of October from
9.30am to 5.30pm.

Helpers from the club will still be
needed for various jobs including sitting at the two entrances, sitting at
the club's information table, helping
setting and packing up the club plant
stall. If you are able to help Lesley
Worthington would love to hear from
you. She can be
contacted on - 6337 6755
email - klwortho@hotmail.com
Keep potting up those plants for our
plant stall!

AUGUST
A month of change, often with strong
winds and some heavy frosts. Warmer
days are on the way.
Vegetables
Prepare beds for summer crops, but leave
planting until late October or November.
Seeds for summer crops eg. tomatoes,
capsicum, cucumbers etc. can be planted
in a warm frost-free area eg. glasshouse.
Ornamentals
Camellias coming into flower need water
and potash.
Prune and feed daphne after flowering (no
lime).
Rose pruning if not done in July. Protective
spraying with fungicide.
Chrysanthemums, if finished flowering can
be divided.
Perennials not divided in autumn can be
done now.
Plant summer and autumn flowering
bulbs.
If clematis start to bud, fertilize. Give
potash at bud burst.
Spray roses and deciduous fruit trees with
oil and/or copper spray, while
still in bud. Very important at bud swell.
General
Don't forget every month, to keep up your
general maintenance and hygiene eg.
remove rubbish, infected leaves, weeds,
trim broken branches.
Turn your compost heap over every
month, occasionally adding lime and
manure, and keep it moist.

SEPTEMBER
This is the formal beginning of spring, but
don't be fooled, we can still get quite
heavy frosts.
Vegetables
Good month to plant snow peas.
Carrot seed can be planted late in the
month (adding potash helps germination)
but keep the seeds damp with wet hessian
covering. Uncover as soon as the seeds
emerge.
Do not plant tomatoes, beans or
cucumbers in the open until early
November ( after the Melbourne Cup).
Prepare an area for herbs near the back
door or try pots.
Fruit Trees
Copper spray as buds start to burst.
Ornamentals
Check pots for root balling. Top up pots as
necessary.
Tie up sweet peas.
Lift dahlia clumps and divide (or leave until
early October).
Complete summer bulb planting.
Pot up any cuttings taken in autumn which
have rooted well.
Plant out new perennials.
Feed clematis.
General
Continue with general hygiene and war on
weeds.
Continue liquid fertilizer on vegetables
and annuals.

From our Secretary Susie
Bundanoon Garden Ramble:
We have had notification from the Bundanoon Community Association that the
Bundernoon Garden Ramble which was scheduled for 30-31st October has been
cancelled for this year. They look forward to seeing us in 2021 when the Garden Ramble
resumes.
Garden Clubs of Australia Annual General Meeting:
The GCA 2020 AGM is scheduled for 29th September 2020 at Club York, 99 York Street
Sydney.
In conjunction with the AGM, a lunch will be held and the cost is $70.00 per person.
RSVP is required by 18th September so please let our Secretary know of your intention
to attend so the necessary documentation can be completed and submitted.
2021 GCA Calendar:
The Garden Clubs of Australia have let us know that due to clubs not meeting due to the
corona virus, and to limit physical contact (with the calendar) there are changes to the
way the calendar is distributed.
• For those with email access: The calendar can be viewed by going to the Garden Clubs
of Australia Facebook, click on ‘Posts’ and scroll down to the 3rd video.
If you would like a digital copy of the calendar contact Paul Lucus at,
photocomp@gardenclubs.org.au, .
• If you would like a hard copy of the calendar, complete the order form and forward to
Bartel and the calendar will be forwarded directly to the address you provide.

SCENTED, WINTER FLOWERING
PLANTS
by Fiona Ogilvie
Winter is nearly over, our last chance for planting before the spring growth spurt.
When I’m on the hunt in a nursery, my absolute number one requirement is
drought-hardiness, followed by scent. These two come ahead of frost hardiness,
shape, foliage, flowers and so on. I’m ever on the lookout for plants that smell good
and that can survive a Bathurst summer with minimum or no extra water.
Luckily, we have lots to choose from. This winter I’ve been struck by how many
scented, winter flowering plants came through the recent horror summer
unwatered, a true test of their garden value.
My tree of the week right now is the purple leaf Cootamundra wattle, Acacia
baileyana ‘Purpurea’. A small tree (four to five metres) with a graceful, semi-weeping
shape, it has glaucous leaves that turn deep purple at the tips of the branches. Its
mildly fragrant flowers are a darker yellow than the common Cootamundra wattle
and are lovely among the lavender-purple leaves.
It is extremely tough: a tree near our entrance ramp was the first wattle into flower
this July. My tree in the shelter of the garden wasn’t far behind.

As far as I know the purple form of Cootamundra wattle comes true from seed. I’ll
give it a go this spring and let you know.
Coming down a fraction in height but up the scale in scent, winter honeysuckle
(Lonicera fragrantissima) from China is reliably frost- and drought-hardy and
makes a large, loosely weeping shrub, around 3 x 3m.
Its tiny, sweet smelling cream flowers open in June, taking over from wintersweet
(Chimonanthus praecox), and continuing into August. It’s semi-evergreen, with
new shoots appearing among last season’s leaves.
Left to itself this honeysuckle is an untidy, open shrub but if clipped it makes a
lovely dense hedge. It’s dead easy to propagate, cuttings of new growth taken
after its flowers have finished soon make roots, in either water or potting mix.
Also from China, one of the best scents in the winter garden, rivalling daphne in
strength and sweetness, is Christmas Box (Sarcococca ruscifolia).
Knee-high stems are densely covered in shiny, oval, evergreen leaves. In July
unobtrusive, cream, heavily fragrant flowers appear, followed in August by scarlet
berries.
It’s easily propagated from tip cuttings in spring. Or, you can dig up and divide
clumps with a sharp spade. I split a couple this autumn, they settled in happily and
are flowering now.

